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Zoey and her friends are dressed to the nines for Libby’ s bat mitzvah—but will things fall apart at the
eleventh hour? Includes “ Sew Zoey” blog posts and fashion illustrations.

In the twelfth book in the Sew Zoey series, Zoey’ s friend Libby is preparing for her bat mitzvah, and Zoey,
Priti, and Kate are really excited for the big party. Libby asks Zoey to make her dress, and loves the
design—nbut her mom thinksit’' s inappropriate. Can Zoey find a way to compromise while still giving Libby
her dream dress? Zoey is stuck in the middle in other ways, too: Her brother Marcus's relationship with Allie
ison the rocks. Does Zoey’ s loyalty to her brother mean that she hasto end her friendship with Allie? And
when Zoey sees something shocking at the bat mitzvah party, she's not so sure she wantsto be Allie’ sfriend
adl...
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Most novels about fashion end up being more about little divas than about the clothing; thisis an exception.
This story celebrates the rewards of personal creativity and risks of self-expression. Zoey, an eighth-grader
who loves to design new ouitfits, decides to start a fashion blog the summer before her middle school
abolishes the rule requiring school uniforms. The stress of creating an outfit for the first day of school is
aleviated by using her deceased mother’ s sewing machine. Like the way she pieces together an outfit, Zoey
assembles a valuable group of friends to support this endeavor. Some people, like her trusted best friends,
Kate and Priti, know her inside and out. New friends, like Libby, provide abit of embellishment. Others, like
Jan from the notions store, and the new principal, Esther Austen, bring to the table the structure, wisdom and
encouragement Zoey needs. The storyline follows amildly dramatic arc, as Zoey is asked to design a prom
dress for afundraiser. When the unthinkable happens, Zoey must figure out a solution—quick! Can she do
it?

This book will appeal to a middle-grade crowd that isn’t into vampires and dystopias, as well as to those who
create art with their hands. (Fiction. 8-12) (Kirkus Reviews)

Sew Zoey: Ready To Wear
By Chloe Taylor, Illus. Nancy Zhang

An aspiring fashion designer is the affable heroine of this first book in the Sew Zoey series. When Zoey
Webber's middle school drops its uniform requirement, she tells her two best friends, “ After al these years
of all dressing alike, we can finally be ourselves.” That takes more courage than Zoey anticipates: after her
friends encourage her to start afashion blog to showcase her designs, Zoey wears an outfit of her own
creation on the first day of school, including a skirt with inside-out seams, a necktie belt, and high-tops with
neon laces. Mocked by the class mean girls as well as ateacher, Zoey realizes that “ standing out from crowd
was kind of scary.” But with the support of her friends, afew adult allies, and the memories of her own late
mother, Zoey’s sewing skills and confidence blossom. In a smoothly written story of overcoming challenges
with ingenuity and style, Taylor shows aknack for characterization and dialogue, and her detailed
descriptions of Zoey’ s designs will entice young fashionistas. On Pins and Needles pubs simultaneously.
Illustrations not seen by PW. Ages 8-12. (June) (Publishers Weekly)



"Most novels about fashion end up being more about little divas than about the clothing; thisis an exception.
This story celebrates the rewards of personal creativity and risks of self-expression. . . . Thisbook will

appeal to amiddle-grade crowd that isn’t into vampires and dystopias, as well as to those who create art with
their hands." (Kirkus Reviews)

"An aspiring fashion designer is the affable heroine of thisfirst book in the Sew Zoey series. .. .Ina
smoothly written story of overcoming challenges with ingenuity and style, Taylor shows a knack for
characterization and dialogue, and her detailed descriptions of Zoey’s designs will entice young
fashionistas." (Publishers Weekly)

Zoey Webber is afunky fashionista stuck in a gray-polyester-uniform world. She spends her days drawing
the clothes she would love to wear but doesn’t know how to make. Sheis thrilled when her friend Priti calls
with the news that their school not only has a new principal, but that they now no longer have to wear
uniforms. A shopping trip for back-to-school clothes leadsto arealization: to get the look she desires, she
will have to make the clothes herself. Once Zoey’ s friends see her sketchbook, they convince her to start a
fashion design blog and learn how to sew; before long, Sew Zoey, as the blog is called, has thousands of
followers, which helps her gain confidence as both a designer and a seamstress. The first book in a delightful
new series, thiswill appeal to any girl finding her own style. Zoey is a bubbly and vivacious character who
doesn't let insecurities take command. Ultimately, she learns that life and middle school are much like
sewing: when something doesn't fit correctly, rip it out and start again. Illustrations unseen. (Booklist)

"Zoey Webber is afunky fashionista stuck in a gray-polyester-uniform world. Thefirst book in a delightful
new series, thiswill appeal to any girl finding her own style. Zoey is abubbly and vivacious character who
doesn’t let insecurities take command.” (Booklist)

When her middle school announces that it is getting rid of uniforms, future fashion designer Zoey can’t wait
to show off her own style. While shopping with her friends, she discovers that the clothes in the stores just
don't have that Zoey factor. With alittle inspiration from her aunt and her friends, she decidesto try creating
her own wardrobe and blogging about it on “Sew Zoey.” When her principal finds out, she gives Zoey the
chance of alifetime to be the only student designer in the school’ s charity fashion show. Her dress, however,
gets ruined just days before the event and she has a huge socia studies paper due the same day with no
chance of extensions. Can Zoey pull off the opportunity of alifetime or will she have to pull out of the
show? Although the book is moderately paced, the characters are enjoyable and well devel oped, and the plot
is humorous and entertaining. The black-and-white drawings that open each chapter add a bit of fashion flair.
With atouching ending that will leave readers with awarm, fuzzy feeling, this novel will appeal to young
fashionistas—Kira Moody, Whitmore Public Library, Salt Lake City, UT (School Library Journal)

"The characters are enjoyable and well developed, and the plot is humorous and entertaining. The black-and-
white drawings that open each chapter add a bit of fashion flair. With atouching ending that will leave
readers with awarm, fuzzy feeling, this novel will appeal to young fashionistas." (School Library Journal)

About the Author

Chloe Taylor learned to sew when she was alittle girl. She loved watching her Grandmother Louise turn a
scrap of blue fabric into a simple-but-fabulous dress, nightgown, or even a bathing suit in an instant. It was
magical! Now that she's grown up, she still loves fashion: It’ s like art that you can wear. Chloe has written
more than thirty books for children and lives, writes, and window shopsin New Y ork City.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Dressed to Frill
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CHAPTER 1

Fired Up

I know you' re not supposed to enjoy being “fired” from ajob, but I’ ve been al “fired up” with new ideas for
outfits since getting kicked out as treasurer of the Fashion Fun Club. See the fruits of my labor (or of my
firing?) in the sketch! Aunt Lulu said maybe the club was too much of agood thing. That sometimes you
need to take a break and do something completely different (and for me, that means not sewing related), so
your mind can wander to new and exciting creative places. It' s also really nice to have time to do nothing at
al!

That’swhy | love volunteering at the pet shelter. With all those adorable dogs and cats to walk and play
with, you never know what’s going to happen next. | always come away with more energy for my sewing
projects.

We're starting the next elective in school soon. I'm excited to try industrial arts. | wonder if | can somehow

figure out how to combine woodworking and fashion. But how would you sit down in awooden dress?
Hmm . . . will clearly have to give this a bit more thought. =]

]

“1 need your advice,” Kate Mackey announced to her best friends, Zoey Webber, Priti Holbrooke, and Libby
Flynn. “I"m thinking of giving Tyler another chance.”

The girlswere in their pajamas, lounging around on Libby’ s bed. It was sleepover night at the Flynn house.
“What made you decide that?’ Zoey asked. Kate had broken up with Tyler Landon, who'd had a crush on
her, afew weeks earlier after only afew dates, partially due to Zoey’ s misguided attempts to help him woo
her. Under Zoey’ s helpful advice (which turned out to be not so helpful after al!), Tyler had been behaving
differently than usual because he'd thought it would make Kate like him.

“Well . . . we have a great time together when we volunteer at the food pantry,” Kate said.

“Not to mention the fact that he’ s supercute,” Priti observed.

Kate blushed. “WEell, yes, thereisthat,” she admitted. “But also he's promised just to be himself thistime.”

Now it was Zoey' s turn to blush.

“1 was only trying to help,” she said for what must have been the umpteenth time since her matchmaking
fiasco.

“1 know,” Kate said, smiling. “All isforgiven. . . . Really.”
“Whew!” Zoey exhaled, relieved. “1’d hate to think | completely ruined everything.”

“You guys seem to have alot of fun when we're at the food pantry,” Libby observed. She'd started



volunteering there, in addition to her school community service at the pet shelter, so she had seen Kate and
Tyler together.

“I"'m glad you' ve decided to give Tyler another chance,” Zoey told Kate. “What if I'd messed up the course
of true love?’

“Truelove?” Kate exclaimed. “Let’s not go overboard. | just think he’s nice. And funny.”

“And supercute,” Priti added.

“l guess,” Kate mumbled, blushing alittle.

“Well, since we've agreed that Tyler is supercute, can | show you something superexciting?’ Libby asked.
“Yes, please!” Priti said.

Libby jumped off the bed and went to her desk.

“Look! Hot off the press!” she said, holding out an embossed card threaded with gold ribbon. “My Bat
Mitzvah invitation. Isn't it cool ?”

“It’ s beautiful!” Priti exclaimed.

“1 love the gold ribbon,” Zoey said. “It makes the lettering pop.”

“And the gold lining inside the envel ope matches the lettering and the ribbon,” Kate observed. “ So pretty!”
Libby climbed back onto the bed and sat cross-legged.

“A few years ago, | wasn't even sure | was going to have a Bat Mitzvah. Dad’ s Catholic and Mom's Jewish,
but neither of them are that religious. We celebrate all the holidays, but more the traditions than the religious
stuff,” she explained.

“So what made you change your mind?’ Zoey asked.

“My grandpa,” Libby said. “He only just escaped the Holocaust as a young boy. In fact, his namewasn’t Van
Langen when he was born. But his parents hid him with non-Jewish neighbors when my great-grandparents
were sent to a concentration camp. And then . . . Well, they didn’t come back after the war, and he ended up
adopting the name of the family who hid him and saved hislife.”

“That's so sad,” Kate said. “He never saw his parents again?’

“Never,” Libby said, shaking her head. “And he hardly ever talked about it until recently, when he said it
would mean alot to himif | had a Bat Mitzvah. So that’s why | decided to do it. But it’s so much work,

which isthereason | haven't been around lately.”

“1’ve never been to aBat Mitzvah before,” Zoey admitted. “What do you do? What do we do? And more to
the point, what do we wear?’



Thegirlsal laughed.

“Zoey aways gets right down to the important questions,” Priti said.

“Well, there'll be a servicein the synagogue,” Libby explained, then reached over to the bedside table and
picked up some papers. “And | have to read a section of the Torah in Hebrew. I’ ve been going to atutor and
practicing my Torah portion every night before | go to bed, and listening to tapes so | get the pronunciation
right. See?’

Zoey looked at the unfamiliar alphabet. “It looks like Greek to me.”

“Hal” Libby said. “It felt like Greek to me when | first started. Except now that I’ ve been studying it for a
while, | can tell it’s Hebrew, even though it’s still hard to read.”

“1 can’'t believe how much work you have to do,” Priti said. “It’sreally great that you’ re doing this for your
grandpa.”

“It'snot just for him. It's become important to metoo,” Libby said. “But | also have to make a speech, which
I’m really nervous about. On the plus side, | get to have areally fun party after the service.”

“Party? Did you say party?’ Priti perked up immediately.

“1’ve been to a Bar Mitzvah party before—it was really fun,” Kate said. “ They played lots of games, and the
food was amazing.”

“Yeah, Mom and | met with the caterers last week,” Libby said. “ The theme of my Bat Mitzvah is going to
be ‘ Sweet,” so needless to say we're going to have yummy desserts!”

“So. .. you read from the scrolls during a service, and then there' s a big party with yummy desserts? That’s
aBat Mitzvah?' Zoey asked, wanting to make sure she had it straight.

“That's not al,” Libby said. “I also do amitzvah project, which means doing something to make the world a
better place by helping others.”

“What' s your project?’ Kate asked.

“Well, since | started volunteering at the food pantry, I’ ve noticed they only give out canned and packaged
goods, which must get really boring and isn’t as healthy as having fresh produce,” Libby said. “So I've
started a vegetable patch to grow fresh produce to donate there. Dad helped me.”

“That sounds like even more hard work,” Priti groaned. “Are you going to have time for any fun?’

Libby laughed. “ Gardening is fun. Come over and help me weed sometime! Maybe next Sunday?’

Priti looked skeptical. “ Sounds like agreat time. . . ,” she said, “but | think I’m busy that day. Or any day
when getting dirt under my fingernailsisinvolved!”

“Do you get lots of presents?’ Kate asked. “ The kid whose Bar Mitzvah | went to did.”



“Well, yes,” Libby said.

“Who are you inviting?’ Zoey asked.

“About azillion relatives, half of whose names | don’t even remember; kids from school—Josie, Gabe,
Miles; Tyler, since | got to know him at the food pantry; a bunch of my friends from Hebrew school; and . . .
Emily.”

Zoey couldn’t believe her ears.

“Emily Gooding?’ Priti exclaimed. “Why are you inviting her?’

“l didn’t invite her,” Libby protested. “My mom did. My parents are friends with her parents, so Mom said |
had to.”

“Awkward,” Kate said.

“I know.” Libby sighed. “Trust me, I’'m not happy about it.”

Zoey wasn't happy about it either. Emily had taken over from Ivy Wallace as the head mean girl.

“We'll be having so much fun, we won't even notice she' sthere,” Kate said.

“1 hope so,” Libby said. She turned to Zoey. “ Zoey, | waswondering . . . Instead of getting me a present,
could you design and make my dress for the party? I’ ve got an idea of what | want, but if you madeit, it
would be really unique. | wouldn’t have to worry that anyone else would be wearing the same dress.”

“I"d loveto!” Zoey said. “What do you have in mind?”’

“1"d like a strapl ess dress with a sweetheart neckline, to go with the theme,” Libby said. “But other than that,
I’m happy to leave it up to your Sew Zoey genius.”

“Oh, that sounds adorable!” Priti exclaimed. “Zoey . . . | know it’snot my Bat Mitzvah . . . but can you make
me adress too? | want to look fab for Libby’s big day!”

“Whileyou'reatit...,” Kate added.

“Okay, I'll make everyone dresses,” Zoey said. “ That way we'll all look extra special for the Bar Mitzvah.”
“Bat Mitzvah,” Libby corrected. “It's Bar Mitzvah for aboy and Bat Mitzvah for agirl.”

“I hope | finally get this stuff right by the time your Bat Mitzvah happens!” Zoey groaned.

“You'll befine,” Libby reassured her. “Wait! | know . . . Let’s go watch Fiddler on the Roof! My parents
haveit on Blu-ray. Then I'll teach you how to dance the hora.”

“Isthat the sideways dance?’ Kate asked.

Libby laughed. “| guessyou could call it that.”



She gave them a quick lesson in the hora s footwork.
“Oh! It'skind of like doing the grapevine, but in acircle,” Zoey said.

By the time Mrs. Flynn told them to go to bed, the girls were tired from so much giggling and doing the hora
around the living room, and Zoey felt much more prepared for Libby’s Bat Mitzvah.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen Moore:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their achance to read abook. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Dressed to Frill (Sew Zoey Book 12).

James Oliver:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students since they are till students or thisfor al peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Dressed to Frill (Sew Zoey Book 12). All
type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

John Hickman:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyonein the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Dressed to Frill (Sew Zoey Book 12), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Gabrielle Ponds:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Dressed to Frill (Sew Zoey Book 12) e-
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Dressed to Frill (Sew Zoey Book 12) as good book



but not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't evaluate book by
its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific! ? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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