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Why do speakers of all languages use different grammatical structures under
different communicative circumstances to express the same idea? Professor
Lambrecht explores the relationship between the structure of the sentence and the
linguistic and extra-linguistic context in which it is used. Hisanalysisis based on
the observation that the structure of a sentence reflects a speaker's assumption
about the hearer's state of knowledge and consciousness at the time of the
utterance. This relationship between speaker assumptions and formal sentence
structure is governed by rules and conventions of grammar, in a component
called 'information structure'. Four independent but interrelated categories are
analysed: presupposition and assertion, identifiability and activation, topic, and
focus.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It represents the state of the art in functional syntax." Journal of Linguistics

"I recommend that this book be placed in al field libraries, and that consultants in discourse, syntax, and
tranglation be familiar with t." Robert A. Dooley, Notes on Linguistcs

About the Author
Lambrecht is Professor in the Department of French and Italian at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Edwards:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic,
Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental
Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studiesin Linguistics) is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Information Structure and Sentence Form:
Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studiesin Linguistics).
You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Christopher Watson:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Information Structure and
Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studiesin
Linguistics) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

L owell Oliver:

Y ou will get this Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of
Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve issueif you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are



various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are till update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Brian Schede:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Information Structure and
Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studiesin
Linguistics).
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