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Quite simply put the Sicilian Defense is the most popular and most complex of
opening systemsin chess. It has been the favorite of top players throughout
modern times. There are a number of systems and variations to choose from such
as the Scheveningen, Dragon, Najdorf, Boleslavsky, Kan, etc. There are also a
number of sharp, complex, theoretical systems and that iswhy it is aptly named
The Sicilian Jungle. IM Dr. Danny Kopec addresses the problem of trying to
simplify the complexities of the Sicilian Defense from the perspective of
STRUCTURE that is, sound structures for Black, particularly for the endgame.
Dr. Kopec uses a unique method which he calls Mastery Lessons to guide the
learner towards pawn structures and piece configurations which have been
demonstrated to lead to successin certain Sicilian variations. This approach,
devel oping heuristic packets, helped to achieve master level play in his work
with computer chess programs.
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Quite simply put the Sicilian Defense is the most popular and most complex of opening systemsin chess. It
has been the favorite of top players throughout modern times. There are a number of systems and variations
to choose from such as the Scheveningen, Dragon, Ngdorf, Boleslavsky, Kan, etc. There are also a number
of sharp, complex, theoretical systems and that iswhy it is aptly named The Sicilian Jungle. IM Dr. Danny

K opec addresses the problem of trying to simplify the complexities of the Sicilian Defense from the
perspective of STRUCTURE that is, sound structures for Black, particularly for the endgame. Dr. Kopec
uses a unique method which he calls Mastery Lessons to guide the learner towards pawn structures and piece
configurations which have been demonstrated to lead to success in certain Sicilian variations. This approach,
developing heuristic packets, helped to achieve master level play in his work with computer chess programs.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Daniel Kopec (1954-2016) was an American chess International Master, author, and computer science
professor at Brooklyn College. He graduated from Dartmouth College in the class of 1975. Kopec later
received a PhD in Machine Intelligence from the University of Edinburgh. With Ivan Bratko he was the
creator of the Bratko-Kopec Test, which was one of the de facto standard testing systems for chess playing
computer programs in the 1980s. Kopec was one of the most talented home-bred playersin the US. Dr.
Kopec was New Y ork High School Champion at 14, National Master at 17, Scottish Champion in 1980, 2nd-
equal in the Canadian Closed in 1984, and International Master in 1985. He was an active player, journalist,
writer, chess educator and scholar. His competitive results with top-flight chess professionals were
remarkable. He delivered many chess courses, lectures, published seven highly recognized chess books, and
developed eight highly regarded instructional videos (18.5 hours). Over the past 16 years Kopec's Chess
Camp, had become world renowned. In parallel with his chess career, Dr. Kopec had pursued an academic
career in computer science with research in artificial intelligence, software methodology, and computer
science education. For more than 20 years K opec tested and eval uated hundreds of human and machine chess
playersin the UK, Canada, and USin order to quantify their overall chess strength, their specific deficiencies
and definite abilities. In bridging his chess and academic interests, Kopec devel oped a reputation as perhaps
the world’ s greatest exponent of chess knowledge.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Daniel Reynolds:

The book with title Mastering the Sicilian Defense posesses a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. Y ou
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Dorothy Roper:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read a
book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading
aguide. The book Mastering the Sicilian Defense it is quite good to read. There are alot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from the smart
phone. The priceis not very costly but this book offers high quality.



Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Isit anindividual who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mastering the Sicilian Defense can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this
new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

VirginiaBerry:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. Itis
known as of book Mastering the Sicilian Defense. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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