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Crime in the United States has fluctuated considerably over the past thirty years,
as have the policy approaches to deal with it. During this time criminologists and
other scholars have helped to shed light on the role of incarceration, prevention,
drugs, guns, policing, and numerous other aspects to crime control. Yet the latest
research is rarely heard in public discussions and is often missing from the desks
of policymakers. This book accessibly summarizes the latest scientific
information on the causes of crime and evidence about what does and does not
work to control it.

Thoroughly revised and updated, this new version of Crime and Public Policy
will include twenty chapters and five new substantial entries. As with previous
editions, each essay reviews the existing literature, discusses the methodological
rigor of the studies, identifies what policies and programs the studies suggest, and
then points to policies now implemented that fail to reflect the evidence. The
chapters cover the principle institutions of the criminal justice system (juvenile
justice, police, prisons, probation and parole, sentencing), how broader aspects of
social life inhibit or encourage crime (biology, schools, families, communities),
and topics currently generating a great deal of attention (criminal activities of
gangs, sex offenders, prisoner reentry, changing crime rates).

With contributions from trusted, leading scholars, Crime and Public Policy offers
the most comprehensive and balanced guide to how the latest and best social
science research informs the understanding of crime and its control for
policymakers, community leaders, and students of crime and criminal justice.
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Crime in the United States has fluctuated considerably over the past thirty years, as have the policy
approaches to deal with it. During this time criminologists and other scholars have helped to shed light on the
role of incarceration, prevention, drugs, guns, policing, and numerous other aspects to crime control. Yet the
latest research is rarely heard in public discussions and is often missing from the desks of policymakers. This
book accessibly summarizes the latest scientific information on the causes of crime and evidence about what
does and does not work to control it.

Thoroughly revised and updated, this new version of Crime and Public Policy will include twenty chapters
and five new substantial entries. As with previous editions, each essay reviews the existing literature,
discusses the methodological rigor of the studies, identifies what policies and programs the studies suggest,
and then points to policies now implemented that fail to reflect the evidence. The chapters cover the principle
institutions of the criminal justice system (juvenile justice, police, prisons, probation and parole, sentencing),
how broader aspects of social life inhibit or encourage crime (biology, schools, families, communities), and
topics currently generating a great deal of attention (criminal activities of gangs, sex offenders, prisoner
reentry, changing crime rates).

With contributions from trusted, leading scholars, Crime and Public Policy offers the most comprehensive
and balanced guide to how the latest and best social science research informs the understanding of crime and
its control for policymakers, community leaders, and students of crime and criminal justice.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wilson and Petersilia have done it again with their latest book, Crime and Public Policy. They continue to
inform the debate about crime, its causes, and potential solutions, leaving it to readers to draw their own
conclusions, because there is no consensus, uniformity, or 'silver bullet.' The great crime reduction debate
remains unresolved but better understood because of this must-read analysis."--William Bratton, former
Chief, Los Angeles Police Department and former Commissioner, New York Police Department

"Once again, Wilson and Petersilia have produced THE indispensable volume on crime and public policy.
Taken together, these chapters underscore the rapid growth in our knowledge base about crime and the
effectiveness of our response to crime. Yet the book also serves as an insistent reminder of the great divide
between knowledge and practice. In the right hands, this book can help us bridge that divide."--Jeremy
Travis, President, John Jay College of Criminal Justice

"Wilson and Petersilia, outstanding scholars on their own, have outdone themselves. The fourth version of
their series on crime and public policy brings together twenty-one very strong chapters on current knowledge
and recent developments about crime and about the responses of the criminal justice system, each written by
acknowledged experts who are at the top of their field."--Alfred Blumstein, J. Erik Jonsson University
Professor of Urban Systems and Operations Research, Carnegie Mellon University

"This edition of Crime and Public Policy is the latest and best in the series. There is something worth reading
in each chapter, most especially those on policing and prisons, and the concluding summary by Wilson. For
any crime scholar, policymaker, criminal justice practitioner, or interested citizen to miss this volume would
be a crime."--John DiIulio, Professor, University of Pennsylvania

"...A worthwhile purchase for any sociologist interested in summaries of work in other disciplines on the
current state of criminal justice policy." --Contemporary Sociology

About the Author

James Q. Wilson, an emeritus professor at UCLA, is now Ronald Reagan Professor of Public Policy at
Pepperdine University and a distinguished fellow at the Clough Center at Boston College.

Joan Petersilia is Adelbert H. Sweet Professor of Law at Stanford Law School and co-director for the
Stanford Criminal Justice Center.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenisha Perkins:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Crime and Public Policy.
All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Sheree Gonzalez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Crime and Public
Policy book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Erin Kizer:

The book untitled Crime and Public Policy contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Diana Gum:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Crime and Public Policy
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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