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Why do most people never have sex with close relatives? And why do they
disapprove of other people doing so? Incest Avoidance and Incest Taboos
investigates our human inclination to avoid incest and the powerful taboo against
incest found in all societies. Both subjects stir strong feelings and vigorous
arguments within and beyond academic circles. With great clarity, Wolf lays out
the modern assumptions about both, concluding that all previous approaches lack
precision and balance on insecure evidence. Researchers he calls
"constitutionalists" explain human incest avoidance by biologically-based natural
aversion, but fail to explain incest taboos as cultural universals. By contrast,
"conventionalists" ignore the evolutionary roots of avoidance and assume that
incest avoidant behavior is guided solely by cultural taboos. Both theories are
incomplete. Wolf tests his own theory with three natural experiments: bint'amm
(cousin) marriage in Morocco, the rarity of marriage within Israeli kibbutz peer
groups, and "minor marriages" (in which baby girls were raised by their future
mother-in-law to marry an adoptive "brother") in China and Taiwan. These
cross-cultural comparisons complete his original and intellectually rich theory of
incest, one that marries biology and culture by accounting for both avoidance and
taboo.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Arthur Wolf has done it again. Wolf's evolutionary explanation of incest avoidance and the incest taboo is
one of the greatest achievements in the social sciences over the past half century." (Larry Arnhart,
Presidential Research Professor of Political Science Northern Illinois University)

"In this highly readable account of incest avoidance and taboos, Arthur Wolf explores fundamental questions
about what it is to be human. In particular, he examines the articulation between our biological and our
social/cultural natures, arriving at some brilliant insights along the way. Every student of anthropology
should read this book." (Charles Stafford)

About the Author
Arthur P. Wolf is the David and Lucile Packard Professor of Human Biology at Stanford University, and
author or editor of numerous books and articles, including Sexual Attraction and Childhood Association: A
Chinese Brief for Edward Westermarck, Marriage and Adoption in China, 1845-1945, and Inbreeding,
Incest, and the Incest Taboo (with William H. Durham, co-editor).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

This book untitled Incest Avoidance and the Incest Taboos: Two Aspects of Human Nature to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from
your list.

Tara Wilson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Incest Avoidance and the Incest
Taboos: Two Aspects of Human Nature that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Incest
Avoidance and the Incest Taboos: Two Aspects of Human Nature become your own starter.



Kelsey Jimenez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Incest Avoidance and
the Incest Taboos: Two Aspects of Human Nature which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.

Thomas Obrien:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the book Incest Avoidance and the Incest Taboos: Two Aspects
of Human Nature to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Incest Avoidance and the Incest Taboos: Two
Aspects of Human Nature can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of the time.
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