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The collapse of the financial markets in 2008 and the resulting 'Great Recession'
merely accelerated an already worrisome trend: the shift away from an employer-
based social welfare system in the United States. Since the end of World War II,
a substantial percentage of the costs of social provision--most notably,
unemployment insurance and health insurance--has been borne by employers
rather than the state. The US has long been unique among advanced economies in
this regard, but in recent years, its social contract has become so frayed that is
fast becoming unrecognizable. Despite Obama's election, the burdens of social
provision are falling increasingly upon individual families, and the situation is
worsening because of the unemployment crisis. How can we repair the American
social welfare system so that workers and families receive adequate protection
and, if necessary, provision from the ravages of the market?

In Shared Responsibility, Shared Risk, Jacob Hacker and Ann O'Leary have
gathered a distinguished group of scholars on American social policy to address
this most fundamental of problems. Collectively, they analyze how the
'privatization of risk' has increased hardships for American families and
increased inequality. They also propose a series of solutions that would distribute
the burdens of risks more broadly and expand the social safety net. The range of
issues covered is broad: health care, homeownership, social security and aging,
unemployment, wealth (as opposed to income) creation, education, and family-
friendly policies. The book is also comparative, measuring US social policy
against the policies of other advanced nations. Given the current crisis in
America social policy and the concomitant paralysis within government, the
book has the potential to make an important intervention in the current debate.
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The collapse of the financial markets in 2008 and the resulting 'Great Recession' merely accelerated an
already worrisome trend: the shift away from an employer-based social welfare system in the United States.
Since the end of World War II, a substantial percentage of the costs of social provision--most notably,
unemployment insurance and health insurance--has been borne by employers rather than the state. The US
has long been unique among advanced economies in this regard, but in recent years, its social contract has
become so frayed that is fast becoming unrecognizable. Despite Obama's election, the burdens of social
provision are falling increasingly upon individual families, and the situation is worsening because of the
unemployment crisis. How can we repair the American social welfare system so that workers and families
receive adequate protection and, if necessary, provision from the ravages of the market?

In Shared Responsibility, Shared Risk, Jacob Hacker and Ann O'Leary have gathered a distinguished group
of scholars on American social policy to address this most fundamental of problems. Collectively, they
analyze how the 'privatization of risk' has increased hardships for American families and increased
inequality. They also propose a series of solutions that would distribute the burdens of risks more broadly
and expand the social safety net. The range of issues covered is broad: health care, homeownership, social
security and aging, unemployment, wealth (as opposed to income) creation, education, and family-friendly
policies. The book is also comparative, measuring US social policy against the policies of other advanced
nations. Given the current crisis in America social policy and the concomitant paralysis within government,
the book has the potential to make an important intervention in the current debate.
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Editorial Review

Review
[T]his book should be well regarded. It is easily digestible for undergraduate students, but sophisticated
enough to engage a professional audience. * N. K. Mitchell, CHOICE *

About the Author

Jacob S. Hacker is Professor of Political Science at Yale University.

Ann O'Leary is Director of the Children and Families Program at the Center for the Next Generation and a
lecturer at the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elsie Canada:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Shared Responsibility, Shared Risk: Government,
Markets and Social Policy in the Twenty-First Century. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Shared Responsibility, Shared Risk:
Government, Markets and Social Policy in the Twenty-First Century. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Eddie Drennan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Shared
Responsibility, Shared Risk: Government, Markets and Social Policy in the Twenty-First Century.

Kari Annis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or



picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Shared Responsibility, Shared Risk: Government, Markets
and Social Policy in the Twenty-First Century can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Randy Jones:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book Shared Responsibility, Shared Risk: Government, Markets and Social Policy in the Twenty-
First Century we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person
must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life at this book Shared Responsibility, Shared Risk: Government, Markets and Social Policy in the
Twenty-First Century. You can more appealing than now.
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