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In The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel, Benjamin D. Sommer
investigates the notion of a deity's body and self in ancient Israel, Canaan, and
Mesopotamia. He uncovers a lost ancient Near Eastern perception of divinity
according to which an essential difference between gods and humans was that
gods had more than one body and fluid, unbounded selves. Though the dominant
strains of biblical religion rejected it, a monotheistic version of this theological
intuition is found in some biblical texts. Later Jewish and Christian thinkers
inherited this ancient way of thinking; ideas such as the sefirot in kabbalah and
the trinity in Christianity represent a late version of this theology. This book
forces us to rethink the distinction between monotheism and polytheism, as this
notion of divine fluidity is found in both polytheistic cultures (Babylonia,
Assyria, Canaan) and monotheistic ones (biblical religion, Jewish mysticism,
Christianity), whereas it is absent in some polytheistic cultures (classical Greece).
The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel has important repercussions
not only for biblical scholarship and comparative religion but for Jewish-
Christian dialogue.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An innovative and illuminating exploration of the idea that God in the Hebrew Bible is embodied. Benjamin
Sommer explores the various modes of embodiment found in different sources and shows that both rabbinic
and mystical Judaism, as well as Christianity, have roots in the variety of presentations in the Hebrew Bible.
A characteristically lucid and original book." - John Barton, Oriel College, University of Oxford

"Sommer's audacious and original analyses of fascinating aspects of biblical theology, the fluidity and the
embodiment of God against their Near Eastern backgrounds, open new questions and facilitate new solutions
as to the later developments of Jewish thought, especially the sources of Kabbalistic theosophy." - Moshe
Idel, Department of Jewish Thought, Hebrew University

"This very original work raises profound questions about how to understand the way in which the Biblical
God (and the gods of the ancient Near East) makes his person manifest in the world. Readers will be
stimulated to think about the identity of God in strikingly new ways." - Gary Anderson, University of Notre
Dame

"Sommer explores such topics as monotheism versus polytheism, sacred space, the concept and manufacture
of divine images, and the priestly and Deuteronomic views of the divine name and glory in fresh ways,
pointing out their profound interconnections and persuasively challenging in the process long-held scholarly
views. Throughout his discussion, he remains the consummate analyst, discerning and discriminating in his
reading of the ancient sources and the modern scholarship on them. And yet his book is not only that of an
analyst. In its lively, incisive, and conversational style, it is also a deeply personal encounter with
fundamental and troubling issues about the relationship of divinity and humanity - issues, as he makes clear,
that have not lost their relevance and their bite." - Peter Machinist, Hancock Professor of Hebrew and Other
Oriental Languages, Harvard University

"I found [Sommer's] perspectives quite revealing in terms of Pauline Christology as well as for notions of
'Incarnationalism' in Judaism. I would very much recommend taking a look at his material. It contributes
significantly in my view to the rethinking of the early Christian-Jewish relationship that has taken such
interesting and significant turns in the last decade.' - The Rev. John T. Pawlikowski, Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago; President, International Council of Christians and Jews

"This book is a lucid, elegant and erudite presentation of a series of complex topics. Sommer has made an
important contribution to the field of biblical theology. It is my sense that this will be a much-discussed book
for many years to come." --Mennonite School of Theology, Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil

"The book is a stunning foray into ancient Israelite religious traditions that produces new insights and raises
critically important questions. ... it will be hard to read biblical texts in the same way after having
encountered Sommer's analysis. His identification of the fluidity traditions--and even the term he has coined
to describe them--will likely influence much future scholarship on Israelite religion and the Hebrew Bible for
years, if not decades, to come." --H-Judiac, (May 2011)

About the Author
Benjamin D. Sommer is Professor in the Department of Bible and Ancient Semitic Languages at the Jewish



Theological Seminary of America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Bodies of God and the
World of Ancient Israel book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Jorge Raines:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The
Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Arielle Griffin:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Bodies of God and
the World of Ancient Israel suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israelis a single of several books
which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Stephanie Hopkins:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a reserve. The book The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the



e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.
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