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Winner of the 2015 Washington State Book Award in Poetry Translation

"The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse [is] a tough-spirited book of enlightened
free verse."—Kyoto Journal

The Zen master and mountain hermit Stonehouse—considered one of the greatest
Chinese Buddhist poets—used poetry as his medium of instruction. Near the end
of his life, monks asked him to record what he found of interest on his mountain;
Stonehouse delivered to them hundreds of poems and an admonition: "Do not to
try singing these poems. Only if you sit on them will they do you any good."

Newly revised, with the Chinese originals and Red Pine's abundant commentary
and notes, The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse is an essential volume for Zen
students, readers of Asian literature, and all who love the outdoors.

After eating I dust off a boulder and sleep
and after sleeping I go for a walk
on a cloudy late summer day
an oriole sings from a sapling
briefly enjoying the season
joyfully singing out its heart
true happiness is right here
why chase an empty name

Stonehouse was born in 1272 in Changshu, China, and took his name from a
cave at the edge of town. He became a highly respected dharma master in the Zen
Buddhist tradition.

Red Pine is one of the world's leading translators of Chinese poetry. "Every time
I translate a book of poems," he writes, "I learn a new way of dancing. And the
music has to be Chinese." He lives near Seattle, Washington.
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"The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse [is] a tough-spirited book of enlightened free verse."—Kyoto Journal

The Zen master and mountain hermit Stonehouse—considered one of the greatest Chinese Buddhist
poets—used poetry as his medium of instruction. Near the end of his life, monks asked him to record what he
found of interest on his mountain; Stonehouse delivered to them hundreds of poems and an admonition: "Do
not to try singing these poems. Only if you sit on them will they do you any good."

Newly revised, with the Chinese originals and Red Pine's abundant commentary and notes, The Mountain
Poems of Stonehouse is an essential volume for Zen students, readers of Asian literature, and all who love
the outdoors.

After eating I dust off a boulder and sleep
and after sleeping I go for a walk
on a cloudy late summer day
an oriole sings from a sapling
briefly enjoying the season
joyfully singing out its heart
true happiness is right here
why chase an empty name

Stonehouse was born in 1272 in Changshu, China, and took his name from a cave at the edge of town. He
became a highly respected dharma master in the Zen Buddhist tradition.

Red Pine is one of the world's leading translators of Chinese poetry. "Every time I translate a book of
poems," he writes, "I learn a new way of dancing. And the music has to be Chinese." He lives near Seattle,
Washington.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Stonehouse

Stonehouse was born in 1272 in Changshu, and took his name form a cave at the edge of town. During his
lifetime, he became a highly respected Dharma Master in the Zen Buddhist Tradition. It was not until later
life that he composed his poetry in seclusion on the mountainside of Hsiamushan. Since then his poems have
remained mostly unknown in even his home country of China. Stonehouse appeared in a few anthologies
throughout the centuries, but it was not until being translated into English that his poems began to receive the
recognition that they deserve.

Red Pine

Bill Porter assumes the pen name Red Pine for his translation work. He was born in Los Angeles in 1943,
grew up in the Idaho Panhandle, served a tour of duty in the U.S. Army, graduated from the University of
California with a degree in anthropology, and attended graduate school at Columbia University. Uninspired
by the prospect of an academic career, he dropped out of Columbia and moved to a Buddhist monastery in
Taiwan. After four years with the monks and nuns, he struck out on his own and eventually found work at
English-language radio stations in Taiwan and Hong Kong, where he interviewed local dignitaries and
produced more than a thousand programs about his travels in China.

Red Pine's published translations include The Collected Songs of Cold Mountain, for which he was awarded
the WESTAF Award in Translation; Poems of the Masters; In Such Hard Times, which recieved the 2010
Lucien Stryk Asian Translation Prize; The Poetry of Wei Ying-wu; Lao-tzu's Taoteching; The Zen Works of
Stonehouse (Shih-wu); Guide to Capturing a Plum Blossom by Sung Po-jen, for which he was awarded a
PEN West translation prize; and The Zen Teachings of Bodhidharma. He is also the author of Zen Baggage
and Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits. He lives in Port Townsend, Washington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marlon Duenas:

This The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition) book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition)
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition) can bring any time
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition) having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.



Dwayne Moseley:

This The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition) usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse
(English and Chinese Edition) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese
Edition) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Steven Thomas:

This book untitled The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition) can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Mountain Poems of Stonehouse (English and Chinese Edition) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.
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