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This history of the thermometer includes controversy about its invention, the
story of different scales, Fahrenheit and centigrade, and the history of the gradual
scientific then popular understanding of the concept of temperature. Not until
1800 did people interested in thermometers begin to see clearly what they were
measuring, and the impetus for improving thermometry came largely from study
of the weather?the liquid-in-glass thermometer became the meteorologist's
instrument before that of the chemist or physicist. This excellent introductory
study follows the development of indicating and recording thermometers until
recent times, emphasizing meteorological applications.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Many people will welcome and accept the verdicts of the foremost modern historian of meteorological
instruments... His research sheds new light on many old arguments, and some conclusions differ so much
from classic accounts that countless textbooks and reference works may need revision."

(Science)

"This book traces in detail the invention and evolution of the thermometer... Fully documented, well written,
and handsomely designed and illustrated... The book will be of interest to laymen and is a standard reference
work for historians of science."

(Library Journal)

About the Author

W. E. Knowles Middleton  (1902–88) wrote 15 books and 75 to 100 scientific papers related to the science
of weather instruments and meteorological optics as well as their history. His major contribution was the
book Meteorological Instruments, first published in 1953. From 1929–46, he worked for the Meteorological
Service of Canada, specializing in measurement and instrumentation. After retiring, he was a professor
emeritus and honorary lecturer associated with the Department of History of Medicine and Science at the
University of British Columbia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

In other case, little individuals like to read book A History of the Thermometer and Its Uses in Meteorology.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
book A History of the Thermometer and Its Uses in Meteorology. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Lisa Morgan:

The particular book A History of the Thermometer and Its Uses in Meteorology will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book A History of the Thermometer and Its



Uses in Meteorology is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Nancy Mitchell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled A
History of the Thermometer and Its Uses in Meteorology your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get prior to. The A History of the Thermometer and Its Uses in Meteorology giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Chantal Dow:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the A History of the Thermometer and Its Uses in Meteorology when you desired it?
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