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Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light investigates, for the first time in a Western
language, the manner in which the Muslim scholars of China adapted the Chinese
tradition to their own needs during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The
book surveys the 1400-year history of Islam in China and explores why the four
books translated from Islamic languages into Chinese before the twentieth
century were all Persian Sufi texts. The author also looks carefully at the two
most important Muslim authors of books in the Chinese language, Wang Tai-yu
and Liu Chih. Murata shows how they assimilated Confucian social teachings
and Neo-Confucian metaphysics, as well as Buddhism and Taoism, into Islamic
thought. She presents full translations of Wang's Great Learning of the Pure and
Real--a text on the principles of Islam--and Liu Chih's Displaying the
Concealment of the Real Realm, which in turn is a translation from Persian of
Lawa'ih', a famous Sufi text by Jami. A new translation of Jami's Lawa'ih' from
the Persian by William C. Chittick is juxtaposed with Liu Chih's work, revealing
the latter's techniques in adapting the text to the Chinese language and Chinese
thought.
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Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light investigates, for the first time in a Western language, the manner in which the
Muslim scholars of China adapted the Chinese tradition to their own needs during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. The book surveys the 1400-year history of Islam in China and explores why the four
books translated from Islamic languages into Chinese before the twentieth century were all Persian Sufi
texts. The author also looks carefully at the two most important Muslim authors of books in the Chinese
language, Wang Tai-yu and Liu Chih. Murata shows how they assimilated Confucian social teachings and
Neo-Confucian metaphysics, as well as Buddhism and Taoism, into Islamic thought. She presents full
translations of Wang's Great Learning of the Pure and Real--a text on the principles of Islam--and Liu Chih's
Displaying the Concealment of the Real Realm, which in turn is a translation from Persian of Lawa'ih', a
famous Sufi text by Jami. A new translation of Jami's Lawa'ih' from the Persian by William C. Chittick is
juxtaposed with Liu Chih's work, revealing the latter's techniques in adapting the text to the Chinese
language and Chinese thought.
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Editorial Review

Review
The collaborators were indeed ambitious in this work, obviously enthusiastic about the topic they had
discovered and the opportunity to introduce it to the public. Religious Studies Review
This is a remarkable book, painstakingly set in its historical and intellectual context. There is a brilliance
reflected in both the introduction and the translation. We are indebted to Sachiko Murata for her fine work!
Mary Evelyn Tucker, author of Moral and Spiritual Cultivation in Japanese Neo-Confucianism: The Life and
Thought of Kaibara Ekken (1630 1714)
Murata s book goes a long way toward filling a huge gap in our knowledge of Islam in China. Alan Godlas,
cotranslator of Javad Nurbakhsh s Divani Nurbakhsh: Sufi Poetry
This work is highly original, shows an astonishing range of linguistic and philosophical competencies, and
brings to life an extremely interesting and little-known Muslim intellectual tradition. Juan R. I. Cole,
translator of Kahlil Gibran s The Vision: Reflections on the Way of the Soul"

"The collaborators were indeed ambitious in this work, obviously enthusiastic about the topic they had
discovered and the opportunity to introduce it to the public." -- Religious Studies Review
"This is a remarkable book, painstakingly set in its historical and intellectual context. There is a brilliance
reflected in both the introduction and the translation. We are indebted to Sachiko Murata for her fine work!"
-- Mary Evelyn Tucker, author of Moral and Spiritual Cultivation in Japanese Neo-Confucianism: The Life
and Thought of Kaibara Ekken (1630-1714)
"Murata's book goes a long way toward filling a huge gap in our knowledge of Islam in China." -- Alan
Godlas, cotranslator of Javad Nurbakhsh's Divani Nurbakhsh: Sufi Poetry
"This work is highly original, shows an astonishing range of linguistic and philosophical competencies, and
brings to life an extremely interesting and little-known Muslim intellectual tradition." -- Juan R. I. Cole,
translator of Kahlil Gibran's The Vision: Reflections on the Way of the Soul

About the Author

Sachiko Murata is Associate Professor of Comparative Studies at the State University of New York at Stony
Brook and author of The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationships in Islamic Thought, also
published by SUNY Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Davis Miller:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light to read.



Carolyn Bailey:

Here thing why that Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no book that similar with Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Chinese Gleams of Sufi
Light in e-book can be your alternate.

Andrew Joy:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Sharon Bradley:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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