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In this survey of more than forty illustrative murals excavated over the last 54
yearsin Panjikent, a 5th-8th century C.E. town in the Zerafshan Valley in
Tajikistan, Boris Marshak discusses the rich repertory of legends, tales and myths
of the Sogdians that have cometo light and recreates the secular literature of
Soghdia, one of the most important regions along the Silk Road. Prior to the
Panjikent excavations only small fragments of Soghdian secular literature had
been discovered in Soghdian coloniesin Turfan and Dunhuang. Prof. Boris
Marshak has been participating in this famous archaeol ogical expedition since
1954; and has served asits leader since 1976. Soghdian merchants were the
masters of the Silk Road and, therefore, their art and literature included many
motifs of Greek, Persian and Indian origin. In Soghdia among the pictoria
narrative cycles there were at least three epics. alocal version of the Indian
Mahabharata, the well-known Roman story of Romulus and Remus, and the
Iranian legends of Rustam. The excavation teams have found on the walls of the
houses of Panjikent dozens of pictorial representations of parables, fables, fairy
tales and anecdotes. In several compositions the author has recognized scenes
from Aesop's Fables, the Panchatantra and the Sindbad-nameh. He has compared
these subjects with those of the fragmentary Soghdian texts. Marshak's book is an
important one for anyone interested in the history of the Soghdia, in Iranian
studiesin general, in comparative studiesin folklore and literature, in studies on
the problem of narration in the visual arts, and the history of cultural exchange
aong the Silk Road.
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In this survey of more than forty illustrative murals excavated over the last 54 yearsin Panjikent, a 5th-8th
century C.E. town in the Zerafshan Valley in Tgjikistan, Boris Marshak discusses the rich repertory of
legends, tales and myths of the Sogdians that have cometo light and recreates the secular literature of
Soghdia, one of the most important regions along the Silk Road. Prior to the Panjikent excavations only
small fragments of Soghdian secular literature had been discovered in Soghdian coloniesin Turfan and
Dunhuang. Prof. Boris Marshak has been participating in this famous archaeological expedition since 1954,
and has served asits leader since 1976. Soghdian merchants were the masters of the Silk Road and,
therefore, their art and literature included many motifs of Greek, Persian and Indian origin. In Soghdia
among the pictorial narrative cycles there were at least three epics: alocal version of the Indian
Mahabharata, the well-known Roman story of Romulus and Remus, and the Iranian legends of Rustam. The
excavation teams have found on the walls of the houses of Panjikent dozens of pictorial representations of
parables, fables, fairy tales and anecdotes. In several compositions the author has recognized scenes from
Aesop's Fables, the Panchatantra and the Sindbad-nameh. He has compared these subjects with those of the
fragmentary Soghdian texts. Marshak's book is an important one for anyone interested in the history of the
Soghdia, in Iranian studiesin general, in comparative studies in folklore and literature, in studies on the
problem of narration in the visual arts, and the history of cultural exchange along the Silk Road.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nicole Rockwood:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Legends, Tales, and Fablesin the Art of
Sogdiana (Biennia Ehsan Y arshater Lecture Series) will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Patricia Thomas:

The book Legends, Tales, and Fablesin the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Y arshater L ecture Series) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we |eave the best thing like abook Legends, Tales, and Fables in the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan

Y arshater Lecture Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give
many datafor us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Legends,
Tales, and Fablesin the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Y arshater Lecture Series) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open
up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Hazel Park:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Legends, Taes, and Fablesin the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan

Y arshater Lecture Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.



Tanya McNeil:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be ableto year. Aswe know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring usto around the world.
Through the book Legends, Tales, and Fablesin the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Y arshater Lecture
Series) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with that book Legends, Taes, and Fablesin the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Y arshater
Lecture Series). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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