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Nicholai Hel is the world’s most wanted man. Born in Shanghai during the chaos
of World War I, he is the son of an aristocratic Russian mother and a mysterious
German father and is the protégé of a Japanese Go master. Hel survived the
destruction of Hiroshima to emerge as the world’s most artful lover and its most
accomplished—and well-paid—assassin. Hel is a genius, a mystic, and a master
of language and culture, and his secret is his determination to attain a rare kind of
personal excellence, a state of effortless perfection known only as shibumi.

Now living in an isolated mountain fortress with his exquisite mistress, Hel is
unwillingly drawn back into the life he’d tried to leave behind when a beautiful
young stranger arrives at his door, seeking help and refuge. It soon becomes clear
that Hel is being tracked by his most sinister enemy—a supermonolith of
international espionage known only as the Mother Company. The battle lines are
drawn: ruthless power and corruption on one side, and on the other . . . shibumi.
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Nicholai Hel is the world’s most wanted man. Born in Shanghai during the chaos of World War I, he is the
son of an aristocratic Russian mother and a mysterious German father and is the protégé of a Japanese Go
master. Hel survived the destruction of Hiroshima to emerge as the world’s most artful lover and its most
accomplished—and well-paid—assassin. Hel is a genius, a mystic, and a master of language and culture, and
his secret is his determination to attain a rare kind of personal excellence, a state of effortless perfection
known only as shibumi.

Now living in an isolated mountain fortress with his exquisite mistress, Hel is unwillingly drawn back into
the life he’d tried to leave behind when a beautiful young stranger arrives at his door, seeking help and
refuge. It soon becomes clear that Hel is being tracked by his most sinister enemy—a supermonolith of
international espionage known only as the Mother Company. The battle lines are drawn: ruthless power and
corruption on one side, and on the other . . . shibumi.
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Editorial Review

Review
“One hell of a pleasure to read.” —Washington Post

“It’s hard to imagine a more nearly perfect spy story.” —Milwaukee Journal

From the Inside Flap
Nicholai Hel is the world's most wanted man. Born in Shanghai during the chaos of World War I, he is the
son of an aristocratic Russian mother and a mysterious German father and is the protege of a Japanese Go
master. Hel survived the destruction of Hiroshima to emerge as the world's most artful lover and its most
accomplished--and well-paid--assassin. Hel is a genius, a mystic, and a master of language and culture, and
his secret is his determination to attain a rare kind of personal excellence, a state of effortless perfection
known only as "shibumi.
Now living in an isolated mountain fortress with his exquisite mistress, Hel is unwillingly drawn back into
the life he'd tried to leave behind when a beautiful young stranger arrives at his door, seeking help and
refuge. It soon becomes clear that Hel is being tracked by his most sinister enemy--a supermonolith of
international espionage known only as the Mother Company. The battle lines are drawn: ruthless power and
corruption on one side, and on the other . . . "shibumi.

About the Author
Trevanian’s books have been translated into more than fourteen languages and have sold millions of copies
worldwide. He lives in the French Basque mountains. His new novel, The Crazyladies of Pearl Street, will
be released in hardcover in June 2005.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need that Shibumi: A Novel to read.

Ernestine Miller:

Beside this specific Shibumi: A Novel in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Shibumi: A Novel because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find



this book and also read it from right now!

Latonya Sams:

You can find this Shibumi: A Novel by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to
be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Blake Westerman:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Shibumi: A Novel can make you sense more interested to read.
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