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An inspiring true story of the tumultuous nine years Ashley Rhodes-Courter
spent in the foster care system, and how she triumphed over painful memories
and real-life horrors to ultimately find her own voice.

"Sunshine, you're my baby and I'm your only mother. You must mind the one
taking care of you, but she's not your mama." Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent nine
years of her life in fourteen different foster homes, living by those words. As her
mother spirals out of control, Ashley is left clinging to an unpredictable,
dissolving relationship, all the while getting pulled deeper and deeper into the
foster care system.

Painful memories of being taken away from her home quickly become consumed
by real-life horrors, where Ashley is juggled between caseworkers, shuffled from
school to school, and forced to endure manipulative, humiliating treatment from
a very abusive foster family. In this inspiring, unforgettable memoir, Ashley
finds the courage to succeed - and in doing so, discovers the power of her own
voice.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
“I felt as worthless as the junk in my trash bag . . . once again, I was the one being tossed out and thrown
away.” Taken from her mother when she was scarcely four years old, Rhodes-Courter spent the next nine
years in foster care with “more than a dozen so-called mothers.” “Some were kind,” she acknowledges, “a
few were quirky and one . . . was as wicked as a fairy-tale witch.” She names names in this memoir, which is
also a searing indictment of an often sadly deficient system of child care. Given her experiences, one can
understand why she is angry and often bitter, but the unrelieved stridency of her tone makes for sometimes
difficult reading. Nevertheless, she gives a voice to countless thousands of children who continue to be
abused, abandoned, and ignored, and one hopes her book will make a positive difference in their lives.
Grades 8-12. --Michael Cart

Review
"Ashley Rhodes-Courter is triumphant in her quest to overcome insurmountable odds. I celebrate her
courage to seek out the best in humanity in spite of its failings." - Victoria Rowell, New York Times
bestselling author of The Women Who Raised Me: A Memoir

"Nine years in the foster care system could ruin a kid. But [Ashley] not only survived, she's thrived." -Teen
People

"The author's ability to form intelligent, open-minded conclusions about her traumatic childhood
demonstrates her remarkable control and insight, and although there are plenty of wrenching moments, she
succeeds not in attracting pity but in her stated intention, of drawing attention to the children who currently
share the plight that she herself overcame." --Publishers Weekly

"Quiet scenes cut deepest: the author's description of her only after-school visit to a friend's home lingers
heartbreakingly in one's mind. This gifted young writer's moving and eye-opening story will especially
appeal to fans of Jeannette Walls's The Glass Castle and David Pelzer's autobiographical books." --School
Library Journal

About the Author
Ashley Rhodes-Courter has been featured in Teen People, the New York Times, USA Today, and Glamour,
as well as on Good Morning America. Her memoir began as an essay, which won a writing contest for high
school students, and was published in the New York Times Magazine. A recent graduate of Eckerd College
and a champion for the reformation of the foster care system, Ashley speaks internationally on foster care
and adoption. Visit her at Rhodes-Courter.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
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whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Three Little Words: A Memoir.

Charles Frye:

This Three Little Words: A Memoir are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Three Little Words: A Memoir can be on the list of great books you must have
is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will
shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Three Little Words: A Memoir
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Robert Vargas:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example:
internet, paper, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of
book. The book that recommended to you personally is Three Little Words: A Memoir this book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Randi Adams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Three Little
Words: A Memoir which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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