Understanding Political Science Statistics:
Observations and Expectations in Political
Analysis

By Peter Galderisi

Read Online ©

Under standing Political Science Statistics: Observations and Expectationsin
Palitical Analysis By Peter Galderisi

In palitics, you begin by asking theoretically interesting questions. Sometimes
statistics can help answer those questions. When it comes to applied statistics,
students shouldn’t just learn avast array of formula?hey need to learn the basic
concepts of statistics as solutions to particular problems. Peter Galderis
demonstrates that statistics are asummary of how to answer the problem: learn
the math but only after learning the concepts and methodological considerations
that give it context.

With this as a starting point, Understanding Political Science Statistics asks
students to consider how to address a research problem conceptually before being
led to the appropriate formula. Throughout, Galderisi looks at problems through
alens of "observations and expectations," which can be applied to myriad
statistical techniques, both descriptive and inferential. This approach links the
answers researchers get from their individual data analysis to the research
designs and questions from which these analyses are derived.

By emphasizing the underlying logic of statistical analysis for greater
understanding and drawing on applications and examples from political science
(including law), the book illustrates how students can apply statistical concepts
and techniques in their own research, in future coursework, and smply as an
informed consumer of numbers in public discourse.

The following features help students master the material:

- Lega and Methodological sidebars highlight key concepts and provide applied
examples on law, poalitics, and methodology;

- End-of-chapter exercises allow students to test their mastery of the basic
concepts and technigues along the way;

- A Sample Solutions Guide provides worked-out answers for odd-numbered
exercises, with all answers available in the Instructor’s Manual;

- Key Terms are helpfully called out in both Marginal Definitionsand a
Glossary;
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- A Companion Website (www.routledge.com/cw/galderisi) with further
resources for both students and instructors;

- A diverse array of data sets include subsets of the ANES and Eurobarometer
surveys, CCES; US Congressional district data; and a cross-national dataset
with political, economic, and demographic variables; and

- Companion guidesto SPSS and Stata walk students through the procedures for
analysis and provide exercises that go hand-in-hand with online data sets.
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In politics, you begin by asking theoretically interesting questions. Sometimes statistics can help answer
those questions. When it comes to applied statistics, students shouldn’t just learn avast array of
formula?they need to learn the basic concepts of statistics as solutions to particular problems. Peter Galderisi
demonstrates that statistics are a summary of how to answer the problem: learn the math but only after
learning the concepts and methodological considerations that give it context.

With this as a starting point, Understanding Political Science Statistics asks students to consider how to
address a research problem conceptually before being led to the appropriate formula. Throughout, Galderisi
looks at problems through alens of "observations and expectations,” which can be applied to myriad
statistical techniques, both descriptive and inferential. This approach links the answers researchers get from
their individual data analysis to the research designs and questions from which these analyses are derived.

By emphasizing the underlying logic of statistical analysis for greater understanding and drawing on
applications and examples from political science (including law), the book illustrates how students can apply
statistical concepts and techniques in their own research, in future coursework, and simply as an informed
consumer of numbersin public discourse.

The following features help students master the material:

- Legal and Methodological sidebars highlight key concepts and provide applied examples on law, politics,
and methodology;

- End-of-chapter exercises allow students to test their mastery of the basic concepts and techniques along the
way;

- A Sample Solutions Guide provides worked-out answers for odd-numbered exercises, with all answers
available in the Instructor’ s Manual;

- Key Terms are helpfully called out in both Marginal Definitions and a Glossary;

- A Companion Website (www.routledge.com/cw/galderisi) with further resources for both students and
instructors;

- A diverse array of data sets include subsets of the ANES and Eurobarometer surveys; CCES; US
Congressional district data; and a cross-national dataset with political, economic, and demographic
variables; and

- Companion guides to SPSS and Stata walk students through the procedures for analysis and provide
exercises that go hand-in-hand with online data sets.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The strength of thistext isthat Galderisi very carefully walks students through the statistical exercises and,
in many cases, provides visual aids to help demonstrate the patterns or conclusions. He also works hard to
take a step back from the statistics to help students understand the meaning of the analysis and why statistical
conclusions may be invalid. Thisis not always included in many texts, which have more of a‘ how-to’
approach, while the approach here is very thoughtful.” — Daniel Coffey, University of Akron

“Understanding Political Science Statisticsis an indispensable text that gives students the tools to
understand how to think about and analyze political phenomenon. Galderisi’s applied, problem-focused
approach to thinking about hypothesis testing and quantitative analysis ensure that it is both comprehensive
and accessible to a broad range of readers with varying backgrounds and mathematical acumen.” — Vladimir
Kogan, Ohio State University

“Most textbooks in this field start with statistics, and then tack on political examplesin aid of the math. The
starting point for Peter Galderisi’ s well-crafted new book is learning about politics, with the formulas and
data always working to answer substantively important questions about the political world. I've assigned it in
my classes, and seen firsthand how engaged students become with the concepts and tools of quantitative
analysis when atext piques and satisfies their curiosity about politics. Understanding Palitical Science
Satistics does this, without sacrificing rigor in any way.” — Thad Kousser, UC San Diego

“Understanding Political Science Satistics presents introductory statistics for political science studentsin an
engaging, pragmatic, and problem-centric fashion that will be very approachable to undergraduates. Instead
of an overly formal mathematical presentation, Galderisi explores research design and statistical concepts
intuitively, showing students who may not be initially interested in the material how quantitative data and
analysis can help them better understand contemporary issues in political science and public policy.” — Jack
Reilly, New College of Florida

“Thisisanideal book for an undergraduate research methods course in political science. Galderis offersa
real treat for both students and instructors of statistics and research methods in political science. Hiswork is
thoroughly readable and at the same time provides a broad overview of the tools that everyone needs to
know to be an informed consumer?and potentially a future producer?of quantitative research in political
science.” —Mack Shelley, lowa State University

About the Author

Peter Galderisi has taught political science methods and statistics for more than three decades, and is
currently alecturer and local internship director in the Political Science Department at the University of
California, San Diego. Previously, Galderisi was a Professor or Visiting Professor at Utah State, UCLA, UC
Santa Cruz, and Cal State Fullerton. He specializesin U.S. political parties, campaigns and elections,
American political development, interest groups, and election law.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Aaron Marks:

This book untitled Understanding Political Science Statistics: Observations and Expectations in Political
Analysisto be one of several books that will best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this
publication you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you
can order it viaonline. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this guide from your list.

Barbara Erickson:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Understanding Political Science
Statistics. Observations and Expectationsin Political Analysis reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still uncertainty Understanding Political Science Statistics: Observations and Expectations in Political
Analysis as good book not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Randy Caldera:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be study. Understanding Political Science Statistics: Observations and Expectationsin
Political Analysis can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extratime
problems.

Judith Bowman:

Beside this Understanding Political Science Statistics: Observations and Expectationsin Political Analysisin
your phone, it could possibly give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Understanding Political Science Statistics:
Observations and Expectations in Political Analysis because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book aswell asread it from at
this point!
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